THE STATE OF TEXAS  §
COUNTY OF FORT BEND §
RESOLUTION

o
On this the “Q day of November, 1999, the Commussioners Court of Fort Bend

County convened_at a regular meeting of the Court, a quorum being present, upon motion of

Commussioner a , and seconded by Commissioner me\x‘Q( S ,
duly put and carried, the following was adopted >

WHEREAS, Fort Bend County supports the efforts and activities of the Fort Bend
County Geographical Information Systems (GIS) Consortium to coordmate the GIS efforts
within our jurisdiction, and,

WHEREAS, Fort Bend County has been informed and has reviewed the 1ssues including
cooperative data sharing, countywide standardization guidelines, designating a representative and
allocation of entity resources, and,

WHEREAS, Fort Bend County recogmzes the need for a countywide mapping imtiative
benefiting all entities This mapping mitiative would ehminate duplication of effort, provide
unrestricted access to countywide maps and the data associated with them, and provide a
common set of map/data standards that will enhance the interchange of information between all
entities and the public,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Fort Bend County Commussioners
Court support the efforts of the Fort Bend County GIS Consortium, will designate a
representative, allocate resources and accepts responsibility of sharing map/data information 1n
an effort to coordinate, modermze, and make countywide GIS mapping more efficient
BEND COU})

{ /

- ¢ -

. C dolphus, County Judge

ATTEST - ; Z ] ‘;

Dianné Wilson, County Clerk

=
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AS PER ORIGINAL

Fort Bend County GiS Consortium: Backaground Information for Resolution

Question What 1s the Fort Bend County GIS Consorium?

Answer It s an informal group or association made up of governmental or quasi-governmentat (non-
profit) entiies (cihes, school districts, Appraisal District, County, etc ) within the imits of Fort Bend
County that are interested in pursuing of are presently engaging in GIS {Geographic Information
Systeme) mapping Currently the Consortium {group or asscciation) 1s made up of representatives from
the City of Missaurt City (Punhc Works Dent ), City of Sugar Land (Planning Dept.), City of Rosenberg
(Public Works Dept ), Fort Bend Central Appraisai District (Mapping Dept ), Lamar Consolidaied
independent Schaol District (Transportation Dept ), Greater Fort Bend Economic Development Councl

Question® What 15 GIS (Geographic information Systems)?

Answer |n Short, GIS 1s electronic or digital (computenzed} mapping A GIS {Geographic Infermation
System) 1s the computer hardware software, and datz as well as the properly trained people that
masntain and use the digital map data for a mullitude of tasks A GIS can ke usad to do much more
than traditionat mapping but In its most basic form it 1s used to do digital or electronic (computerized)
mapping

Question What is the role or objectives of the Fort Bena County GIS Consarium?

Answer To facilitate the cooperanon between member entites with data (electronic map) sharing, data
siandardization, reduction in duplicaucn of afforts by project cooraination, data {electronic map)
development and computer hardware/scoftware specificatiens

Questicn What are the benefits to sacn entity to be invelved with the Censcroum?

Answer Benefits to entities that parucipate within the Consortium are gata s shareg berween
Censcrtium members freelv reduced duplication of effors between each entity project coerdination or
areas within different junsdictions as well as many other benefits yet to ve recognized

Question When does the Consorium meet?

Answer Meets atleast quarterly zach year, four imes a year Currenty it 's meeting once a month te
iay the foundation {grounawaork) for ‘ne Consortium 115 In the procass of stiucving means of better
snaring existung catasets and data siandaraization o that @acn entry 's Jsing 3 common scheme used
ov other local entities  Tnese acuvives require more contact oetween Cersori um membpers 1o 1ron out
ne details and that is the reason wav they have beer meeting on a menthiv zas.s

Question Where aoes the Conscrnum meet?

Answer The Consorium meets at 'ne arfices o the Greater Fort Bend Econormic Develcoment Counc
in Sugar Land at the Fluer Daniet bunaing  They have the mest sopnisticates AudigVisual and
Presentation faciiities among the current Consorium mempers  This meenng piaca IS not necessanly
cermanent but it 1s our currently designated meeting piace

Question  Are there any dues or rees for being a Conscrium memuer of particicant?

Answer No, there are no gues or jees © be a Conscriium memper of to pamicipate with the
Consorium  The Consormum reyes compietety upon voluntarily efforts  No direct financial support of the
Consertium 1s required by the member entities  The mest indirect support for the Consorium bv each
member entity 1s througn designaung a specific individual to regresent the member entity In the
Consoriium  Alsc indirect support ot the Consortium may be througn the selected representative’s ime
‘manpower ¢r man-hours;  Jther incirect support of the Consorium may be through providing a
meeting place, making copies of data/information ettner through stectrenic means or haracopy notifving
cther members of meeting cates anc hmes prepanng information for meetings collecting informaticn
for meeungs, and cther simuar acuvites requinng the memper representatve's time and etforts  All
activities perfeimed for of oy the Consaomum members are on a voluntary sasis  Basically the oniy cost
to each participating entity 1s the cast of designating an individual to reprasant the entity on the
Consortium and that indivicual's tme and efforts that are necessary to paricipate within the Consortium
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Linda Harns - Fort Bend County GIS Consortium Summary doc rage

Fort Bend County GIS Consortium
Summary

The Fort Bend County Geographical [nformation System (GIS) Consortium s a
countywide orgamzation created to coordmate, modermize and make countvede GIS mapping
more efficient The Consortium will mclude representatrves from mdmidual cities. county, school
cdasiricts and the economic development councill Representation 1s imted to governmental, quasi-
governmental and taxmg enitttes  This 1s not a private sector mmdhative and profit dnven compames
shall not participate Only those public entities with the pure motrvation of using GIS mapping to
ennance and streamime their operations are encouraged 1o participdte

The Consortium has been created to provide a collaborattve forum to address such 1ssues
ds wooperalive data shanng, countywide standardizanon gindelines. digntal ortho photography as
one base map with snared databases, automate GIS mapping process within the county and other
155U¢s a8 the need anses  This group can set standards that can be adopied countvwide that
provide a morte orgamzed interchange of mformation for both pubhc and private sectors

The advantages to the formaton of this Consortium are far reachmng  Thus organization
would ehmunate the gross duplication of effort whick woula save the county taxpayers money By
providing a common set of map/data standards. the mterchange of mformation between all entibes
and the public wouid reach an operational etiecuveness  Unrestricted access to countywide maps
and the data associated wath them would allow a more efficient cconomuc development process
Finaily, this orgamzation will allow Fort Bend County to modermze therr GIS mappng databases

through mnovative technologies and an mtegrated effort thus meeting the maprdata mformation
newds of ail entmes




